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Australian history presentation

using the interactive whiteboard

An exploration of Bennelong Point
Stage 2 Year 4 

Syllabus outcome: ENS2.5

Describes places in the local area and other parts of Australia and explains their significance

Indicators: 

- Significant natural, heritage and built features in the local area, NSW and Australia and their uses

- Groups associated with places and features including Aboriginal people
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Not quite
Try Again
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Not quite
Try Again
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Not quite
Try Again
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Not quite
Try Again
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Bennelong�Point
Well�Done!�You�have�found
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Time to take a trip in our..
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1788
PullPull

Considering you are from 2012 and have 
an idea of what it looks like in present 
day... 

Create�a�map�that�outlines�what�

Sydney�Harbour�could�have�looked�like�

in�1788.

Welcome 
to P

ul
l
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You have gone back in time to 
find yourself on the first fleet, 
just before it arrived in Sydney 
Harbour. The captain has asked 
you to draw a map of what they 
are likely to expect when they 
reach harbour. 
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Aboriginal

oyster	shells	

The	area	currently	known	as	Bennelong	Point	
originally	a	_________________	that	was	scattered	
with	discarded	___________	that	had	been	
collected	by	local	___________	women	over	
hundreds	of	years.	

small	tidal	island	

What�was�there�when�

they�arrived?

Also...

These	shells	were	soon	gathered	by	early	
settlers	and	melted	down	to	create	lime	for	
cement	mortar	which	was	used	to	build	the	
two-story	government	house.	
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The	Eora people,	a	group	of	indigenous	Australians,	
lived	in	the	region	of	Sydney	cove.	They	were	skilled	
hunter-fisher-gatherers	that	inhabited	most	of	the	
coastal	area	between	Botany	Bay	in	the	south,	Pittwater	
in	the	north	and	west	along	the	river	to	Parramatta. 

Who�or�what�do�you�think�was�there�

when�the�First�Fleet�arrived?

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/barani/themes/theme1.htm
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Where�did�they�

get�their�water�

from?

P
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Their fresh water came from a stream that ran 
from a large catchment, near modern day 'Hyde 
park' down to the beach. In 1790, tanks were 
built down stream, to help store and collect 
water to meet the needs of the colony. 
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Using�your�newly�acquired�information,�

for�records�sake,�Captain�Arthur�Philip�

wants�you�re-chart�your�maps�with�

accurate�labels�showing�what�you�have�

discovered.
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Lesson 
2
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Pull

Interactive activity to get students thinking about Bennelong. 
This  opening slide will get students thinking about the lesson to 
follow. They will explore the importance of Bennelong as a 
personality within Australian history. 

This links to the first lesson by providing a more personal 
perspective on the place. 

Who or what was Bennelong?
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Pull
This activity gets students to think about the representation of 
Bennelong within these photos by comparing and contrasting 
the images. It is a scaffolding  activity to get students involved 
with the themes and ideas we will explore in this lesson. We 
will also discuss the contrast between the first and the last 
image.

Focus questions will include:

"What evident shift can you see between the first photo to the 
second?"

"Explain the visible changes from photo two into three"

"How do you think this may change a person? Think about the 
relationships with others and relationship with the self" 
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What could have happened to facilitate the changes?

What do we already know 

about Bennelong point?

Let's reflect on our last lesson....

Briefly explain why  
these things may have 
changed Bennelong?

P
ul

l
P

ul
l Before providing students with factual information we 

want students to employ higher order thinking to 
derive their own ideas based on evidence we have 
compiled so far. 

At this stage it is acceptable to make mistakes and is 
even encouraged to ensure students gain the 
confidence to keep trying. 

Pull

Encourage students to 
come up and write their 

main point on the 
interactive whiteboard.

Eg Change in environment result in change of lifestyle  
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Who was Bennelong?

PullPull

In this task students will be working in their table groups. They 
will look at one of the three short articles on Bennelong as a 
group- splitting the article into sections to make it easier for 
them to read. 

They will then come up with the main idea of who Bennelong 
was based on the website link they were directed to. Each 
group will come up with a summary of the main points to bring 
back to the class. 

Each website has a slightly different perspective which will 
spark an interesting discussion. 

Website group activity

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bennelong-1769
http://www.myplace.edu.au/decades_timeline/1790/decade_landing_21.html?tabRank=2&subTabRank=2
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/found-longlost-grave-of-bennelong-20110319-1c1bt.html
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Group findings on Bennelong
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Each group will report back to the class and contribute to the 
information on Bennelong. 

After this lesson students will have an understanding of a 
significant figure who gave name to the area as well as 
significantly contributed to Australian history. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bennelong-1769
http://www.myplace.edu.au/decades_timeline/1790/decade_landing_21.html?tabRank=2&subTabRank=2
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/found-longlost-grave-of-bennelong-20110319-1c1bt.html
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Lesson 
3



26



27

P
ull

Who can tell me what Australian icon 
can be found at Bennelong point?

P
ull

P
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P
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Where was Bennelong 
Captured?

P
ull

What was the name of 
the fresh water supply?

P
ull

What is the name of the 
tribe who originally inhabited 
Bennelong point?
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In your groups identify five 
differences between these 
two photos!
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Development of... Bennelong Point 
landscape

• In 1788, Bennelong point was still an Island not attached to the 
headland. It was called Limeburner's Point because the shells 
were found there which were burnt up to make mortar.

• The headland was called Cattle point because when the ships 
first arrived they let their cattle graze there.

• In 1790, Bennelong asked for a hut to be built for him on the 
point. It then got the name Bennelong Point.

• In 1819 a fort, designed by Francis 
Greenway, was built on Bennelong Point 
which was when the island was joined to 
the main land. The fort was completed in 
1821.
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• In 1902 the fort was torn down, 
and a tram depot was built in its 
place

• The tram depot was demolished in 1955 to make way for the 
building of the Opera house

• In 1973 the Sydney Opera House was opened for the first time 
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PullPull

In your groups identify five 
differences between these 
two photos!
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Development of... The Opera House

• In 1955 Bennelong Point was named site for the Opera House

• A design competition was held in 1956 to determine how the 
Opera house would be designed and built

• A winner was decided in 1957

• In 1958 the tram sheds were demolished

• building commenced in 1959

• Queen Elizabeth II opened the Opera House in 1973
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Development of... The Water Supply
• By the 1820's the Tank stream was very polluted and not useable 

as drinking water source

• In 1830, drinkable water was supplied to, what is now hyde park, 
by a tunnel designed by John Busby

• In 1833, pipes were laid down to the port so ships could get water

• In 1844 houses were connected to the water supply

• Sydney Water began as the Board of Water Supply and Sewerage 
in 1880 building dams and sewerage systems as needed.

• Today, the water you get from turning on a tap at the Opera house 
comes from dams like The Warragamba Dam, via a complex 
network of pipes.  
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Time line

A time line is a way of visually 
representing the passing of time, 
by showing specific events along 

a line.

1788

2012

Pull
Create a time line showing 
some of the major 
developments of Bennelong 
Point and its surrounding area
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ContributionsMiles-

• Sourced most of the photos

• Gathered information for the first lesson

Yulia-

• Sourced information and designed 
activities for lesson 2

Phil

• Created the two interactive activities in the 
introduction to lesson 1

• Sourced photos and information for lesson 3

All together

• Devised and implemented the layout of the slides including 
background, layouts and interaction.

• Created activities such as map drawing and Timeline creation

•  Decided on the topic focus 


