What do you think Darug
country would have looked
like 250 years ago?
All images used throughout this presentation have been linked to appropriate websites and were sourced on 14 April 2011.
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Inland Darug land

Coastal Darug land

Use the pen to jointly construct a word wall of students' thoughts on what the
Darug land would have looked like before European arrival in 1788..
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Do a venn diagram to show how the
lifestyles of coastal and inland Darug
people would be different: food/ food
sources -salt and freshwater, country flat
and mountains, different lkids of vegetation.
There would be a lot of movement at
different times of the year according to the
seasons. As there was movement, [people]
would need permission to move to
someone else's country - this is where
welcome to country would be important.
people would move between regions for
reasons of marriage or for ceremonial
practices.
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What evidence is
there to say that
Darug people lived
in the Sydney area
38,000 years ago?

Grinding Grooves

Bondi Point Stone Tools

Cultural Artefacts
Rock Engravings

Rock Shelters

Scar Trees

Shell Middens

Museum Artefacts
Click on the buttons or pictures to reveal
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Before European Arrival

Aborigines spearing fish, others diving for crayfish, a party seated beside a fire cooking fish, ca. 1817, watercolour. Sourced from
National Library of Ausralia, http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2962715-s17

Click button for more paintings by Lycett
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Timeline of Darug sites
Click and drag the picture to match the timeline

Shell Middens

Rock Engravings

Rock Shelters
Grinding Grooves

Scar Trees

Bondi Point Stone Tools

Gravel beds with
shell middens near
Nepean River
28,000+ years ago

Oldest rock shelter
Bondi Point flaked
Rock
at Shaws Creek
stone tool approx.
engraving at
approx. 15,000
5,000 years ago
Ben Buckler
Grinding grooves
years ago
approx. 120+
used to smooth or
years ago
sharpen stones
Trees with bark
near Hazelbrook
removed for dishes
approx. 7,000+
or sheilds approx.
years ago
200+ years ago

(Attenbrow, 2002; Kohen 1993; Stockton, 1970)
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Location of the Union Jack flag in Sydney Cove (Circular Quay) 1788

The Founding of Australia, Jan. 26th 1788, by Capt. Arthur Phillip R.N. Sydney Cove, Original oil sketch [1937] by Algernon Talmadge R.A.
ML 1222, sourced State Library of New South Wales http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/discover_collections/history_nation/terra_australis/firstfleet.html
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Early encounters
Read the reported first encounters of Captain
Watkin Tench and the Darug people in 1791.

'We continued our progress until it was again interrupted by a creek, over which
we threw a tree, and passed upon it. While this was doing, a native, from his
canoe, entered into conversation with us, and immediately after, paddled to us,
with a frankness and confidence, which surprised everyone... he seemed to be
neither astonished, nor terrified at our appearance and number. Two stone
hatchets, and two spears, he took from his canoe, and presented to the governor,
who in return for his courteous generosity, gave him two of our hatchets and some
bread, which was new to him, for he knew not its use but kept looking at it until
Colbee showed him what to do, when he ate it without hesitation... The ease which
these people* behaved among strangers, was as conspicuous, as unexpected, they
seated themselves at our fire, partook of our biscuit and pork, drank from our
canteens and heard our guns going off around them, without betraying any
symptom of fear, distrust, or surprise... they bade us adieu, in unabated
friendship and good humour. Colbee and Boladeree parted from them with a slight
nod of the head, the usual salutation of the country, and we shook them by the
hand, which they returned lustily.'
* These men were Gomebeeree and his son Yarramundi of the Boorooberongal.

(Tench cited in Tobin, 2002.)
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Location of the British flag in Sydney Cove (Circular Quay) 1900

Copyright: Tyrrell Photographic Collection, Powerhouse Museum. Photograph circa 1900.
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Location of the British flag in Sydney Cove (Circular Quay) today

Picture: Copyright Creative Spirits

What differences do you see
in the natural and built
environment?
Compare and contrast Sydney
Cove from before European
arrival to today.
Picture: Copyright Creative Spirits
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Click the circles to reveal the questions. Then choose a question or generate one
of your own and write a response in your workbook.

What are the links to
the Darug history?

What features have
been lost?

How has our
community changed?

What features have
been kept?
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All information sourced and current as of 14 April 2011.

References to text in IWB
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Links for further reading
• Dawes, William - Notebooks of the Darug language. Link to website: http://www.williamdawes.org/index.html
• First Fleet Document List as part of the University of Sydney. Links to ebooks can be sourced from:
http://setis.library.usyd.edu.au/firstfleet/index.html
• National Library of Australia - They Lycett Album, Drawings of Aborigines and Australian scenery. An ebook can be
sourced from: http://www.nla.gov.au/pub/ebooks/pdf/The%20Lycett%20Album.pdf
• Phillip, Arthur - The Voyage of Governor Phillip to Australia. An ebook can be sourced from:
http://freeread.com.au/ebooks/e00101.txt
• State Library of New South Wales has several paintings online that can be viewed of pre and post European arrival. Link
to website: http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/discover_collections/history_nation/indigenous/eora/index.html
• Tench, Watkin - A Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson. An ebook can be sourced from:
http://freeread.com.au/ebooks/e00084.txt
• Tench, Watkin - A Narrative of the Expedition of Botany Bay. An ebook can be sourced from:
http://purl.library.usyd.edu.au/setis/id/p00039
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